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Preached: Oawber the 61h 1689. : 
- Be. Swithin's in Worceſter. 
--—Wherein is ſhewed;- rin nan nn 


| I whar God. hath done alfeady for us by their Majeſties | 


Means, inrefpoot our, iviland NIGOCLNY hts. 
ly \ = pports:he-affords us under their Con- 
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Trae: Pyoteſtant Beligion and Intereſt, 


hy SP Ia the Pariſh of ; 
St. Swirhisin WORCEST ER: 


Gentlemen, 


Preſume to Entitle this Diſcourſe to Jour Pac 

ww 6 not for any Correctneſs it; but 

cauſe it was Well Meant, and Preachd- 

= you. And 1 do declare, if any charge- 

me with too. much Keennels and Acrimony my 

Reproofs, that this is my Apology before Gad and 
the World; 1 bad no Intention to Expoſe, but to Con-- 
vince the Refuſers of the, Netv Oaths,: having no- 

Pique or Quarrelt at any Man's Perſon, though T muſt. 
be excusd as to his. Opemons and AFttons. 1am fully. 
ſatisfied in the Preſent Settlement, and had nd. 
popular Applauſe , or worldly Advantage in my Eyes . 
but the ' aſtice | of the Cauſe, the diſcharge of my. 
"ſas" and ſacere Afettion to the true Prote- | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.......... 
ſtant Religion and Intereſt. 1 knew the Sores of 


my Country too well, to bind them up with Lenitives, 


when Lancing WAS | More. neceſſary. St. Jude has 
told me, that ſome muſt be ſaved with Pear, pulling 
them out of the Fi IF »' and the Propher was not to 
ſpeak pleafung words, but to Cry aloud, ſpare not, tolifi 
up his Voice like a Trumpet, and to ſhew the People ther 
T ranſgre(ſi ſſuns, and the "Hal tſe of] f Jacob ther Sins. 
When I conſidered the. general Stupidity of {the 


.meaner ſort, the Tndiflerency and Luke-warmnels 
' of ſome of the better Rank, and the Activeneſs and 


Intriegueing of the High-flown Monarchical 
Men, 1 thought it not conventent to put Honey into 
the Sacrifice im ry of Salt,. and to bring the rn 
neſs and remiſneſs of Eli, when there was more weed 
of the Zeal and Courage of ;f Phinehas.” - 

T1 ammformad, 1 Jhall meet with very ſe \ ſew Tere Ulage 
from ſome Men, "whiſe Names I purpoſely, omit, be- 
cauſe we hope n.due .time they may ſee their Exxor, 
and Recract Which; ts the Þearty Prayer £8 


Your _ 
«, © Abdiboate LUBE 
Richard Clirider 
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"Rom. 2g F. "the MAES 19a 
— P GOD be. or us; who can te _— 


Ti: God 4 becke Sovenzigh Late of Aa; 


by Right of Creation, Domirtion':amd: Prow+ 
dence; in which Senſe hie:is a. God tothe pro- 
felt Enemies of bis Truth, -as Jews, Pagans, 
Mahometahs;' aad Hereticks,  the;Denyers of hjs Being 
not excepted ;-they fublift and:are maintained by: his 
kevwnly 2 ,z-for-he: giveth [them (Lafe and breath; al all 
bingo, JA@s17\ a5;a0d; maketh-his Sur tg riſe on the 
Evil and;fjengeth Rain on. the Dnjoſt Mat. 5. 45. yet _ 


TI 
isin a more ſpecial manner the God of the Faithful, he 
1s their.God in. Covenant, and they his People, Jer, 32. 
38. To theſe he imparts his Graces, and deals out his 
more.than common Favours. Theſe are his Ele, his 
Choſen out of the World, A peruliar Treaſure, a « King 
dom of Prieſts, and an Holy Nation, Exod. 19. 5,6 
SS ne als The School-men. fer forth their Re- 
Avi 5:iden cx. Tation &0 him in a three-fold ReſpeR, 
ram, ſpecialem culrun, of his fingular, Care of them, the Holy 
POE Service they. perform to bg and the 
ret ReWd FOOTY Fay 5 a th | Afad"there- 
ore with a little varidetolrof the Wor ? wo may'ſay to 
them, as Moſes did to 1/rael, Happmare Je, ' OBelevers! 
Who is like unto ye, O People, ſaved by the Lord? Deut. 
33- 29., The eternal God js. your Reforey and, underneath 
are the everlaſting Arms, 'Deut.- >. : 
But though the Church be God's 3 peculiar Favorite, 
and under the watchful Eye of Heaven ; yet the Devil 
and his Inſtruments bear a mortal hatred to Her, 


and render her, PRALIPg, a perpetual, Warfare upon | 


Earth, 5... | 
But her” ub baile Jaid in the Divine ProteCtion, | 


which {tall encompaſſeth Her with Favour, as with a Shiels, 
Plal. 5: 1m. To wain Are all! Aabdchþts and Deſigns of 
ww: RHnemnnes: "!Forgol! 01052” | 

- if God be for ac; who can te tpainſ I 

'E-might confider theſe words with reſpet to the par- 
ticularCaſes of the Faithful, 'andfhs&w how God is with 
them y-his Spirit, Graces, and:Providence,. to, Guide, 
\4(Miſt> and: ProteR thein $ and frw hefecutes, them 2- 
paint the many Fears car-ariſe: from inward Ln 
<ions; and. ourward Afauks , by: ſtrengthening, the K _ 
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| Faith againſt all that/ is formidable: in-the World, and | 
confirming their Hape iz the I one of God tn Chriff Feſus b 


from which nothing can ſeparate'them; ' | 7. =, 
But having an.infentiaa -to're-mind yow of the-fipnal 
Mercies 'vouchiaf*d this: Nation, ao lefs Shamefully a- 
buſed by fome, than  unthankfulty. forgot or. 'mifapplied 
by others; I ſhall: handle them wirh- relation to! this 


Church and People.s: And, .. +. -- 


I. Give you the importance of.this Phraſe, '3/'\God be 
PT Toes 10991. OT RES 

II. Remember you wherein God hath manifeſted him- 

ſelf for Us already. 29917128 ORR 


117. Shew what Preſent Supports he uffords Vs. © And, 
IV. What proſpett we have of his future Care and Pro- 


zeftion of Us. 


[.- Then this Phraſe, 1” God be- for ws, imports two 
things. DIC VOOR GY 

» God's Gracious Preſence, and 

His Particular Providence," '- 


Firſt, by God's Gracious Preſexce, with-a Church or 
People, I underſtand his being fo with- them, as to ſet 
upand maintain Iis Truth and Goſpel, his Worſhip and 
Ordinances amongſt them, and to' gather to himſelf a 
willng.and obedient-People,. that \defire to' know *hith 
and his Law, and to ſerye him withReverefice andGodly 

B 2 Fear ; 
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Fear ;/and who: diligently obſerve the Sacraments-and 


* Rites.of . his In/#itution, againſt the apparent Encroach- 


ments made upon the Church, by the Inventions and Tra- 
ditions of, Men:: For Humaxe Additions are not only Un- 
commanded, but Forbidden in the Service-of God, and the 
Apoliles, Me. 28,20. and conſequently” the Church had 
the promiſe of. -God's Preſence granted, upon no-other 
Terms, but an exa& Conformity te what he had Com- 
manided. 

\ Theres muſt be a Dine. Warrant for: our Paith and 
PraQtice ( let ſubtile Men deviſe what DiſtinQions and 
Evaſions they can to reconcile the &cr/ptures and their 
Innovations) or we cannot expect God's merciful Accep- 
tance of our Services. For to ſtamp .any thing of but 
a Humane Original with a Divine Character, and thruſt 
it upon the Confciences of Men to bind unto Obedience, 
is the advancing of our Owz in Oppoſition to Chriſt's 
3 reme Authority, who is the only Law-giver to his 

-hurch. | 


- , Secongly,,; this Phraſe, 1 God, be. for us, imports his 
Particular Providence over a People, or Nation. By 
which, I mean, his more immediate Concernment for 
them, as when heivifibly aſſerts their Cauſe, which he 
moſt commonly does hy. Inftruments.unthought of, or, | 
perhaps deſpiſed by the Enemy, but ſpecially Commil- 
fion'd. by : God to accompliſh their Deliverance in the c- 
thers.overthrow. . | 


(201; +) oy | '$7 Pp | 
;; Now: the, Providence: ofi God may be conſidered, either 
are largely, which I call his general, or in the former Re- 
friction, wh#h may be termed his particular ——_— 

- To 


aid} I 


SS 

To his general Providence are ſubjeQall things inthe: 
World, the ſmalleſt and moſt inconſiderable in our E-- 
ſteem are not excluded ;. The wery hairs of our head are 
all uumbred, Mat. 10. 29, 30. and two Sparrows ſold for 4 
Farthing fall not on the ground without it, They that have 
excepted: nferiour Matters from: it, as.-being (1n their 
Opinion ) derogatory to God's tranſcendent Majeity to 
ſtoop ſo. low, have inſtead of magnifying, lefſen'd his 
Royal Prerogative; his Providence being as uncircum- 
{crib'd as his Eſſence and Dominion. +» 

It was therefore a groſs Error in Arifotle to confine it 
to the Moon, by ſhutting outall things 
below, as (a) Athenagoras, (b) Cle- $5, wo 
mens. Alexanarinus,  (c) Epiphanius, pend. Fil..Cathol. poſt 
and (d) T hedoret teſtifie ; but far more hol fas (0) 28 fo 
palpable. in' St, Hjerom, a Learned Fa- | 
ther of.the. Church, whain his Commentary upon Habak. . 
cap. 7. makes it an Abſtrdity, Ad hoc Dez deducere Ma- 
jeſtatem, To bring dewn the Divine Greatneſs to ſuch ſmall” 
things, as the Flies, Gnats, and Fiſhes he there ſpeaks of. 
For, we are not, (lays he) ſuch fooliſh 7,6 ſymus tam far 
Flatterers of God, to be injurioys to 0ur | adulitores Dei &c, Hie- 
ſelves, by granting. to Irrational Crea-. 9 inloG | 
tures the ſame: Providence ngth us :: When both Reaſor- 
and Revelation teach us, to believe: the Univerſality;of 
its Extent.. Reaſon informs us, that God: is the fir{t-Mp»- 
ver, and the firſt Cauſe; and therefore all inferiour Mo-- 
vers, and ſecondary Agents muſt depend upon him, and. 
that,no Creature is-abſolute, and ſelf-ſufficient , but- 
would inſtantly diſſubſiſt without his Concurrence. The 
Scripteres aſcribe even the moſt deſpicable things to him, . 
luch as Frogs, Lice,Flys, and Locuſts, Exod. $. & 10. IP. 

ang: 
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-and bring within the Line of his Providence, not. only 
intelle&tual and ſenſitive Beings, but Plants, Meteors, 
andall things, P/al. 147. 8,16. - : 

But of all ſublunary Things, Man- (made after the 
Image of God) falls more expreſty under his Care: For, 
as he made him a little lower than the Angels, {ahe hath ex- 
alted him above the other Creatures, and crown'd him with 

Glory and Honour, Pfgl. 8. 5. And, if Man ſingly con- 
ſidered, be ſo near unto him, then much more Maa in 
Society, Bodiewand Commuaities of Men. - 
His Particular Providence is converſant abour Good 
Men, and eſpecially about a People or Nation, profeſſing 
.and practiſing his Holy ang Eternal Truth ; tor 'ris not 
a bare and abſtra& Profefſion ; *ris not the Pomp and 
Splendour of our [Devotions ; nor the crying out with 
thoſe Jews in the Prophet,” The Temple of the Lord, ſer, 
7. 4. but plainneſs and fincerity of Heart;and a truly ver- 
tuous Uniform Lite, that will entitle us to his Gracious 
Favour. And for a People, thus Evangelically qualified, 
'the Right Hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to paſs. 
And as in Common Calamities, the Good oft-times {uffer 
with the Bad, though with this difference, the Good are 
better'd and refin'd thereby, and the Bad become much 
worſe; ſo in Pablick Mercigs, the Evil participate with 
the-Righteous, and are preſerved for: their Sakes : 
"Vhus the Prayers of Moſes prevailed for the Tdolatrous 
T/raelites, Exod. 1.7.to 15. and the Peoples requeſting 
Samnel, to.pray to God for them that they died not, 1 Sam. 
12. 19, intimates their Safety lay in his Interceflion, 
And this ſhews, though the Wicked are by far the major 
part, what exceeding Love God hath tor his People, when 
= Mercy-ſhall preſerve the-very Tares tor the Wheat 
Take, But 


CE) 
But now, though the Wicked ſhare with the Godly 
in Publick and National Mercies, yet theuſes are vaſtly. 
different which they draw therefrom ; the Godly are ex-' 
cited to Humility, Thanktulneſs, and Obedience to clo- 
ſer Communion with God, and warmer Reſentments of 
his Love.; whereas the Wicked ſuck Poifon out of his 
Goodiſs,by unthankfully abuſing it to Lu ury 8& Wan- 
tonneſs, and taking occaſion thereby to [A more conft- 
dently and ſecurely. I wiſh, beſides that other of mur- 
muring and cenfuring., grown too common among us, 
the fin of prophane Ingratitude be not laid to our Charge. 
For ſince our late Great Deliverance, how few with the 
one Leper retury Glory to God, Luke 17. but how many 
with the other Nine forget him ? Nay, do we not rather 
ſeem to have an Inclination to our tormer Slavery, than- 
any true AﬀeCtion to our preſent Freedom ? as though to - 
walk at large were leſs deſireable, than Chains and Con- - 
finement. - 1 NE 
- The old Romans were ſo fooliſhly ſuperſtitious; as to - 
build an Altar to a Feaver, and ſo become Worſhippers - 
of their Diſcafe : and.is not our Folly altogether as great, . 
to Idolize our Enemy, and make inevitable. Ruine our 
rganar;} 3 To put the Sword, which we ought tv keep + 
for. our Defence, - into an: Adverſary's Hand to protect 
us, is -as -unpardonable a Weakneſs,, as to throw 
our ſelves into the Fire, in hopes of being laved by. a 
Miracle. . | | 
. When God preſcribes Means and ſecondary Helps, we 
muſt obey his Order, and implore his Bleſſing in the uſe 
of them. Though God be pleaſed ſometimes/ to: Act ex- - 
traordinarily,” not only without, but contrary to:means ; : 
yet we mult not kave the uſual. way of Providence, and 
N50 preſently 


"_ T*) 

- -preſently expe&t Monders, We know who hath aid, 
That '27a» liveth not by bread aloxe, but by every word, 
which proceedeth out of the mouth of God, Mat. 4. 4. and 


t that word 15 annex'd to Bread, and not to Stores; 
and *ris not Tr«/ting, but Meockizg, and Tempting of God, 
to faſt till Szoxes ſhould be converted into Bread. No- 
thing is impoſlible to God, but what implies Welkneſs 
er Contradiction .; he.can as eafily defeat our Enemies 
without Flets and Armies, as he ſmote Senracherib's 


Camp,. and.made them in one night all dead Corps, 2 Kings. 


T9, 35. But as the Sword of Gideon was to go along with 
the Sword of the Lord, as a Teſtimony of Obeazepce, not 
an Addition of Srrexgth , Judg. 7. 18. and as David, 
though he conteſs'd, 7 he Lord ſaveth not with Sword and 
Spear ; yet took a Sling and a Stone for his Weapon, 1 
Sam. 17. 47,49. S9 mutt we-depend upon Godin the 
uſe of his appointed Means, not in Confidence of their 
Help, but in Obedience to his Divine, Order. And thus 
truſting in him, 1n a dutitul Subordination to his Provi- 
dence, we may be ſure of his Gracions Protedtion.: Then 
will he be with us, as he was with Moſes and Joſbas, He 
will not fail ns, nor forſake us, Joſh. 1.5. And in this 
Confidence we may ſafely acquieſce, if | 

II. In the: ſecond place we conſider wherein God hath 
manifeſted himſelf for us already ,and in what Particulars we 
have taſted of his Goodneſs. As the Mariner, after a 
long and difficult Voyage, being at laſt ſafe come Home, 
looks back with wonder at. thoſe Rocks and Shelves, 
thoſe Storms and: Pyrats he eſcaped : So.the Ship.of our 
Church and State having been long; toſs'd-in a Sea of Mi- 
' fery; and every moment-was in danger -of being ſank; 


being\now arriv'd, by the Bleſſing of God, and:the Di- 


tigence 
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(9) 
lence of her Pilot, at the Haven where ſhe,would be, 
wemay With Admiration refle&-upon the many immi- 
nent. Dangers ſhe hath paſt. - | 

To make which Reflettion work the more kindly ; 
give me leave toremember you, of what Almighty God 
tath ſo lately done for us, by removing the Invaſions 
made upon our Czv// and Religions Rights, and fruſtra- 
ting the grand Deſign upon the Reformation, 


1: For-our Civil Rights, what Tavaſions were made 
upon ther, . the Hiſtory of the late Arbitrary Reiga is ſo 
well known, that *tis impoſſible tobe miſtaken. Liberty 
ad Property, the Birth-right of every Engliſh Man, were 
rendered meer Titulary things ; and Parliamentary Law, 
by which we- ought to be govern'd, was laid aſide as 
uſeleſs, while the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince uſur- 
red the Legiſlature. For the Diſpenſing Power ( the. 
noſt exorbitant thing that ever could be advanc'd ) be- 
ng ſet up above known Eſtabliſhed Laws, and made the 
ble Standard of Goverament,” brought both our Lives, _ 
Liberties, Honours and Eftates entirely under it. _ 

By vertue of this Diſpenſing Power, we ſaw Popiſh 
judges and Juſtices fit 1n Courts of Judicature, the Mi» - 
ita was put into the hands of unqualified Officers, and 
iſtanding Army kept up contrary to Law. The liberty 
i chooſing Members of Parliament was wholy taken a- 
way, by ſerving Corporations with Qus Warranto's, and 
brcing them -to- ſurrender their Charters, and to receive 
tem again with ſuch Alterations, that might make 
mm for Rowar-Catholick Magiitrates, or at beſt ſuch 
ndiferent Proteſtants, as were prepared not to hinder 
lie great Tntriegue. The Violence done. to Magdalern- 

Mn gs We hes i TT _ _ . Colleage 


( 10 ) 
Colledge in Oxford, in outing the Preſident and Fellows 
of their rw by an illegal High-Commiſfion- 
Court , for their ever memorable ſteddinefs to their Con. | 
ſciences, and Statutes of thetr Founder ; and the im. 
priſoning the Biſhops, and trying them as Criminals, for 
preſenting a moſt humble Petition, that they might be 
excus'd diſtributing a Declaration grotnded upon the 
Di(penſing Power , were but the beginning of our Sor- 
rows, the ſevere Prologue to a diſmal Tragedy. 

So that being invaded daily 1n our Civil Rights, we 
had nothing left us, but a fearful ExpeQation of merci- 
leſs Opprefſion, had not God ſent us ſeaſonable fuccour 
by his Preſezt Majeſty's means, to whom, under God, 
we owe the reſcuing our Lives and Liberties out of our 
Enemies hands. EE 

' Let this conſideration be well weighd, and unkſs 
Slavery be more cligible than Freedom ; and Tyranny, | 
than the Bleſſing of an eafie Government, as the Inya- 
ſions. made upon our Civil Rights were aQtually many, 
and the ſubſequent juſtly dreaded dangers more : fo the 
Deliveratice muſt be acknowledged to be extraordinary. 
2. As God hns done great things. for us in re- 
gard of our Civil Rights, fo has he done no leſs in de- 
_ tending our Religion, which was the mark our Enemies 
chiefty ſhot at,' as is obvions from the Methods they in- 
defatigably purfued to overthrow it.  Popiſh Chappels 
and Schools were ereted throughout the whole. King: 
dom, and Popery it ſelf, which is downright Idolatry, 
condemn'd by Scripture, and juſtly baniſh'd by our Lavs, 
was publickly tolerated againſt both. Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
. who were wont to walk-in diſguiſe, put off their Vizards; 
and as ambitious of being known, appear'd ne x 
aſs. 


| (-t1;) : 
Maſs. They Married, Baptized; Conſecrated, made fo- 
lemn Procefſions, Proſelyted the Looſe, Ignorant and 
Debauch'd, and bid defiance to our Laws. 

Statutes made againſt Correſpondence with the Bz- 
ſoop and Conrt of Rome were ſuſpended, and —_ 
dours were ſent, and Nuncio's received, by none other 
Authority but the O-mmniporent Diſpenſing Power. 

The Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, pretended 
a favourable Deſign, but was ſoon diſcovered to be all 
ſham ; for Liberty and Infallibility being utterly incon- 
ſiſtent, it was quickly found out (even by thoſe they 
_ thought to have'gain'd'by it ) notwithſtanding its fpe- 
cious pretexts of Conſcience and Moderation, te be a 
. trick to engage Proteſtants, whoſe {trength lies in their 
Union, into mutual Quarrels and Contentions ; that the 
| LOIN might thereby: the more ſucceſsfully haye 
ruin'd us. Oe He - = 

By theſe and ſuch Itke Methods, they vigorouſly pro- 
<ceeded, . and thought themſelves ſo certain of Re-eſta- 
bliſhing their. Apoſtolical Church, that they ridicul'd our 
Religion, calFd us Hereticks to.ofir Faces, and-threatned 
us not only with the Writ De Heretico comburendo , but 
to ſacrifice our Bibles to'their Rage, And had they pro- 
ſpered in their Counſels , as God might juſtly have-per- 
mitted them for our Sins, this flourtthing Kingdom had 
Tſoonbeen turn'd into an gceldawa, a Field of Bloud,. and 
the Marian Racks, Stakes and Gibbets would have . been 
ated over again. I trembſe to think'what the- French 
and Iriſh Proteftants have ſuffered, and what we might 
have lookt for from -Meg' of the ſame blotdy Principles | 
here.” TI need-not tel you, that Ceutchy*is one principal 
part of their Religion, & _ Tranſubſtantiation has made 

2 more 


(/32 ) 
more Martyrs than the 'Ten Perſecutions. Hiſtories arc 
fo full of their Maſſacres and Murthers, that *tis no Hh. 
perbole to ſay, the Butcheries of Chriftians have exceeded | 
thoſe of Pagan Rome, and Chriſt's Pretended Vicar out- 
done the utmoſt Rage and Inhumagity of all the Heather 
Emperours. 

But this is not all ; for, if they had ſucceeded accord. 
ing to their Hopes, or rather, Confidences : How had this | 
. Kingdom of Chriſt become the Kingdom of Aztichrift? 
How had the goodly Yize of the Reformation, which ! 
the Lord of the Vine-yard had planted,made to take deep root 
zz our Land, pruned and cultivated, and cavs'd to [tread 
out her Branches like the Cedars of Lebanon , been rooted up 
and devoured by the Italian Boars,aud Wild-Beaſts of Dona 
and St. Omeers, Plal. 80. 8, 9, 10, 13. In theſe very Houſes 
{et apart for the true Worſhip of God, how ſhould we 
have ſeen the Abomination of Deſolation ſtanding in the 
Holy Place! How ſhould we have heard: the Legends of 
Imaginary Saints read inſtead of the four Evanzelif ; 
have had the Lyes and Fifions of Idle Monks and Fryars 
zmpos'd upon us for Goſpel-Verities, and: have been con- | 
{trained (as far asin them lay) to go to-Hell by an im- | 
plicit- Obedience ! ne ne | 

But for ever Bleſſed be the Lord God of Tſrael who hath 

po viſited and redeemed his People, and 
Fol Renee «rd ſent -us, by his Choſe: Servants, a De- 
| \ , .», fpwerance, Which had in all the Circum- 
ſtances ſo. eminently. the. Uivine Hand in it, that Tad- 
mire any, ſave Epicures and Romaniſts, ſhould deny it 
to be rages Kupiv, . The Lord's. doing, and marvelous in ow 
Eyes, Plal. 118,-23. ; Jf Phyſicians meeting with Di 
i landed 2c 5 rg 77 7 hempers 
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( 13) | 
ftempers incureable by ordina”y Me- ,, 1,454: coquet 
dicines, are driven to acknowledge that j: morbs. eft divinum. 
there is a» 6&0, ſomething Divine in Conring: Epilt. 29. 
them: and Politicians, from the Changes and Alterations 
in Common-wealths, are forc'd to confeſs, there is ſome 
Superiour Cauſe. called Fate by Machi= viſyut. in Liv. 1, 2. 
avel inſtead of Providence,which ſuper- *< 29 

intends Humane Afﬀairs: How can we but own the ex- 
traordinary Hand of God in our Revolution, wherein ſo 
many Amazing Providences concurr'd, that had not our 


| Eyes been Spectators, and our Ears Hearers, our Reaſon 


would be ſilenc'd, and our Faith baMed ? . 

It any thing can ſhake off our Lethargy, and work in 
usa through Reſentment of a Mercy, methiaks it ſhould 
be this. Behold ! Our Adverſaries confounded, and we 
preſerv'd ; a Victory obtain'd without Fighting, anda. 
vaſt Army defeated without Garments roll'd ;z Blogyd. 
For it pleaſed God to come to us, as once to his Prophet 
Elijah, not in' the Great and ſtrong Wind that reat the 
Mountains, and brake the Rocks in pieces: nor in the 
Earth-quake , nor in the Fire, but in the ſtill ſmali Voice, 
1.Kings 19. 17, 12. | 

O wonderful work ! the Pit that was digg'd, the 
Diggers are fallen into, the ſnare that was laid hascatcl'd 
the Fowlers ; the Lion that ſtood open-mouth*d to de-. 
vour, hath deſerted his Prey, and the Babe/-Builders 
were confounded in their Work and Language in an in-- 
ſtant, Thoſe ſuperſtitious Oratories, which the blind De- 
votion of Four Tears erected, the irreſfiſtable Zeal of Fear 
Weeks, levelled with the ground. And the Breaden God - 
who had taken poſſeſſion of thoſe Buildings, was ſo unable. 


to protect lus Yotaries, that he could neither guard = 
| "ez. 
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ſelf, nor make his eſcape without their Aſſiſtance, who 
cave him his Divinity. | | 

And for their Great and Mighty Warhke Preparations, 
the Lord turned the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, as he did the 
Counſel of ' Abithophel, into Fooliſhzeſs, and dampt the 
Hearts of their Men of Courage, that Oze ſeemed to chaſe 


a thouſand, and two to put ten thouſand to flight, Deur. 32, 


30. 

Thus fell the Popijh Dagon, before the Proteſtant Ark. 
Thus tumbled the Malls of the Roman Fericho, at the 
mighty ſounding of the Goſpel-Trumpets. And fo let al 
thine Enemies perifh, O Lord: but for everbe the Helper 
and Defender of thy People. 


ITT. Let us ſee what preſent Supports, the fame Merci- 
ful Providence, that brought us hitherto, doth afford 
HS, 

As God.was pleaſed to hear our Cries, and:own our 
Cauſe at the loweſt Ebb ;” ſo doth he zotably maintain and 
ſupport it. He brought us not out of an Agypr, to de- 
ſtroy us in a Wilderzefſs, but hath given us an aſſurance 


of enjoying the Promiſed Land. Though we have not 
his Miraculous, yet we have his Gracious Preſence, and in- 


ſtead of the Cloudy and Fiery Pillars, we have the Glori- 


- 05 Light of the Goſpel to condutt us. We have another 


Moſes too, who harh Burnt the Molten Calf, renewed the 


"Tables of the Law, and reſtored us'to the Free Exercife of 


our Religion. | 
Nay, is he not a publick ſpirited Prince, the Reparrer 


. of the Breach, the Reſtorer of Paths to dwell in; *[{aiah 58. 


12, A Toſiah to deltroy Tdolatry, and'a Zrrabbabe! to 
build the Temple of the Lord? Doth'not his frogular Zeal 
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to the Reform'd Religion ſufficiently appear, by what 
he hath already done, and is now doing for it? And is 
not his Moderation known unto all Men, I mean, toall 
unprejudic'd and diſintereſted Men ? his Moderation in 
the Exerciſe of his Royal Power, ſhewing kindnefs even 
to the Unthankful , and in the abfolure Command of his - 
AﬀeQtions, keeping them always within the bounds of 
ſound Reaſon: But above all, his Moderation in.Judg- 
ment about matters in Religion, too hotly managed on 
both ſides, by contending Proteſtants, to the diſturbance 
of the-Church's Peace, and the Papiſt's Advantage. By 
which Moderation I do not underftand i 2 
ſome /ow degree of Knowledge or Tndiffe- S< the Bilbop © 
rency in Religion but a Sober, Fra Fl aa 2 gs ok 
Modeſt, and Charitable Judgment, not 

tenations of Diſputable, and Problematical Conceptions, not 
cenſorions of others, but allowing a Latitude in thoſe things 
which are Matters, Queſtionum non Fidet, of Queſtions, 
and not of Faith. And it 1s heartily to be wiſh'd, that the 
ſame Moderation were in all his per In Subjects, that 
we might live in an happy Union an = 
Contionndelice and our Religion be- ——_— 


ſettled upon ſo ſure a Foundation, that 1698. 4nd Addition + 


| | Declaration, Otto. 24. 
there may be no danger of a Relapſe 1,70" © 


into the like Miſeries we were in) at | 
any time hereafter. To further ſo good a Work, let 
us beas forward as the Children of 1/7ae/ were, to build . 
the Tabernacle, as they brought their Bracelets, and their 
Ear-Rings, and Jewels of Gold, Exod. 5. 22. Solet us 
bring our Humility, Moderation, and Prayers. 
Be ſure, the Bleſſing of Heaven will attend our chari- 
table Endeavours in this kind, for what the Apoſtle faith 
in 
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in another caſe, I may in the preſent, He -that in theſe 
things ſerveth C brift, is acceptable to God, and approved of 

Men, Rom. 14. 158. 
If we would but lay down our Prejudices, which we 
ſuck'd in with our Milk, as one not long fince hath told 
Late Biſnop of -Chi- the World, he did his Paſſive Obedi- 
cheſter. ence, and re{olvedly ſubmit to the im. 
partial Arbitration of Scripture expounded by the Fathers 
of the firſt and pureſt Ages, a Comprehenſion would nat 
be oppoſed, but promoted. | | 
In thoſe things, which are ſaid to be De Fide, and ab- 
{olutely neceſſary to Salvation, we all agree; the difference 
moſtly lies in the Ritual and Diſciplinary part, wherein 
the mutual Condeſcenſion and Compliance of Us and our. 
Brethren might render an Accordance eaſe. | 
But to return (if T may call this a Digreſſion) to the 
{ubject in hand, our Supports are as many as the Benefits. 
we enjcy.; upon which I might enlarge :. but in a word, 


the unparallePd Accompliſhments of our King, and In- 
tegrity of our Parliament, the ſteady Alliance of our Conte- 
dcrates, the general Quiet at Home, and wonderful Suc- 
ceſs of our Arms. Abroad, loudly proclaim, the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, and certainly foretell a proſperous Futurity, 
if not prevented by our Impieties. Far, 


IV. From what God hath already manifeſted himſelf 
for us 1n, and the preſent ſupports he affords us, we have 
a fair proſpe& ot his Care and ProteCion of us for the 
time to.come. There 15 all the probability imaginable of 
a glorious concluſion of a work lo happily begun and car- 
 - Bern. de Temp. 18. ried on. Ex perceptione preteritorum 
Munerum firma fit expettatio futurorum, The eye of 

| ormer 
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former mercies is @ firm ground for the expettation of future. 
We may argue either from ? 
God's Attributes, 
His Promiſes, or 
The Examples of the Faithful. 

1. Fromhis Atrribates, his Immutability aſſures us, he 
is the ſame God ſtill ; his Compaſſion, that he will com- 
miſerate us ; and his Power and Fidelity, that he is able 
to perform, what his Wiſdom ſees fit for us, in as ample 
manaer as before. | | 

2. From his Promiſes; touching which, this Rule is 
to be obſerved, * That being generally made to all, or 
* particularly toſome, they are equally pr. x-y:014s upon 
* applicable to any, in any condition, 27 7: 8. 

{unto which they are ſuitable. For they all meet in 
* Chriſt,as the ſeveral Lines of a Circumference do in the 
© Ceater, and ſo are no otherwiſe diyiſible to ſeveral Be- 
flievers, than the Exigence of their particular Eſtates 
* doth diverſify them, and fo fit them for ſuch Promiſes, 
*45 now to others, or at other times to themſelves would 
' be unſeaſonable. When therefore we meet with any 
Promiſe in Scripture which 1s parallel to our cafe, we 
may apply it to our ſelves, and it docs as truly belong to 
us, as to whom it was made, if we are under equal Cir- 
cumſtances, and Qualifications. For whether things pre- 
ſent, or things to come, they all pertain to Believers, be- 
cauſe they areChriſt*s,and Chriſt is God's, 1 Cor. 3. 22,23. 

All our Title to the Promiſes depenus upon our Cove- 
nant-Relation : Now the Covenant conſiſts of Mercies 
promiſed on God's part, and Duties commanded on ours, 
which are ſo inſeparably connected, that the latter muſt 
of neceſſity be done, to give us any rational inducements 

to 
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.to.hope the former. * For God doth. not fulf!l-his Pro. 
Dr. Rey:9/ds, i244. * miſes in us only, but by us too; and 
* thoſe things which in regard of his Word are his Pro- 
t miſes, are alſo in regard of his Command our Duties, 
2. From the Examples of the Faithfull, who all along 
proceed upon this Topick, and have left their Experi- 
ences of God's Deliverances for Documents to ys, 
we may draw the like comfortable inferences that they 
did. "Thus when the 1/raelites were afraid of the Giants 
of the T and, Moſes encouraged them with this Argument, 
Dread not, neither be afraid of them ; the Lord your Got 
which goeth before you, he ſhall fight for you, accordine to 
all that he did for you in egypt before your Eyes : And in 
the Wilderneſs, where thou haſt ſeen how the Lord thy God 
bare thee, as a man doth bear his Son, in all the way that ye 
went, nutil ye came into this Place, Deut. 1. 29, 3o. 31, 
And again, 1 commanded Joſhua ( ſaith he ) at that tine, 
ſaying, Thine ezes have ſeen all, that the Lord your Go! 
hath done unto theſe two Kings. Soſhall the Lord do unto 
all the Kingdoms whither thon paſſeſt, ye ſhall not fear them, 
for the Lord your God heſhall fight for you, Dent. 2, 21,22, 
So Davidargued, when he was to fight Gol:ah, The Lord 
that delivered me out of the Paw of the Lyon, and ont of the 
Paw of the Bear he will deliver me ont of the hand of this Phi- 
Lftine, 1 Sam.17. 37. Ando the Faithful in the Prophet, 
Art not thou he,that didſi cut Rahab, and wound the Dragon? 
Art zo: thon he, that didjt dry the Sea the waters of the great 
deep ? that madeſt the depths of the Sea,a way for the ranſom- 
ed to paſs over ? Therefore the redeemed of the Lord ſhall re- 
turn,and come with ſinging unto Zion, and everlaſting jy 
{ball beupon their head, Ha. 51.9, 10, 17. 
To theſe and the like Examples, which are written for 
" Our 


( #8 
our Learning, that we through comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope, we may ſubjoyn our own Experieace of 
God's goodneſs, whereof no Nation ever had more, and 
which, the Apoltle laith;workezh hope, Rom. 5. 4. and learn 
from the Patlages of God's Providence to Dr. Reyno?4s cad. loc. 
our ſelves or others,to treafure them up,that they may be 
{r Rules and Precedents to us for after-times. 

Let us then, though we arc too apt to doubtfulneſs 
:nd diffidence, look torward with Faith and Confidence, 
baniſhing all deſpairing and uncomfortable thoughts, to 
thole Balcion-days, that are coming on: And reſting in- 
tirely on him, who hath promiſed zo? 7o turn away from 
bis People to do them good, that he will Ordain in is own 
good time that long wiſhed for Peace, in Church and 
Common-wealth , which ſeems to be a work reſery'd 
tor the WORTHY PATRIOTS of this Age ; and unto 
which appears a general Inclination in Proteſtants of e- 
very denomination. 

The uſes of this Diſcourſe may ſerve, 

1. For Reproof. | | 

2, For Caution, and 

3. For Enconragement. 

1. For Reproof,. and that of two /orts of Perſons, 

The Bigorted Papiſt, and 

The Titalary Proteſtant. 

1, The Bigotted Papiſt, who obftinately ſhuts his 
Eyes, and will not ſee the wondertul Hand of God in our 
Deliverance ; who turns all into Ridicule,and chooſes ra= 
ther to attribute his difappointments, to Croſs-Accidents, 
Perfidions Sonldiers, a Poyſon'd Na- + x Fomcs's Let. to 
tion, miſtaken Counſels and the like , the E. of F. 
tian to that Eternal Mercy, Wiſdomand Juſtice, which 
D 2 . deny'd 
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deny'd ſucceſs to him, and gave it tous: Who continues: 

a. in the Communion -of that Apoſtatical. 
&c. Apoſtaticam eccle. Church, which God” hath viſibly caſt 
fimvocamus. Whitaker off and forſaken, for her ſpiritual A- 
Controv. 2.4 &:G 1: qulteries and other deteſtable Crimes, 
Whereas he ſhould endeavour by Humiliation, Faſting: 
and Prayer, to come to a right underſtanding of God in 
his Judgments, and his in them, that rheyare the ſruits of 
Sin, and ſhould lead him to Repentance, and teach him: 
Righteouſneſs. | 

There is a twofold uſe of God's Jadgments, the one ſen-- 
fual, and the other ſpiritual], the firſt is that which hard- 
ned Impenitents make of them, but the ſecond is appro- 
priate to the truly Faithful. Theſe hear the Roa, axd who. 
hatb appointed it, Mic. 6, 9. but they draw Judiciary up- 
on-their wilful Obduration. St. Auguſtin ſaith of Pha- 

De Liber Artir. c. 7a0h, Dems induravit per juitum judici- | 
23. um, Pharao per Liberum Arbitrium. He | 
hardned himſelf Voluntarily, and God Fudicially, Exod, 7. 
12,& 10, 1, 20, 27. For God is often ſaid in Scripture to 
' harden the Heart, but he doth it not by z»fuſimg any Evi 
Qualities; but ſometimes by forſ/aking and not hindering 
the Sinner, and ſometimes by delivering him over to vile 
affettions and 4 reprobate Mind, Rom. 1. 26, 28; This 
diltin&tion is ſound, but the Blaſphemy of Florinus, and 
che Hereſy of Pelagins muſt be carefully avoided. 

It is one of the ſaddeſt Symptoms 1n the World, when 
the Sinner is not ſoftened under the mighty hand of God, 
but Anvile-like, grows harder under Blows, and a moſt 
infallible ſign that God will not defift, but proceed in his 
Judgments againſt the Incorrigible; becauſe he will over- 


come when he. judges, and for that reaſon, _—___ 
n : tl 
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cill he overcomes. Tf therefore the Papift will fop his: 


Ears, & cloſeh is Eyes,that he may neither hear with the one, 


zor (ee with the other, is Reſolution is deſperate, and ' 
madneſs incureable ; and God will leave hin to himſelf, 


as he did Ephraim; becanle he # joyned to Idols, tet him 4- 
lone, Hoſea 4. 17. 


But as he is not Spiritzally wrought upon, {o neither 
is he to any degree of Common Civility ; for he is fovery 
ingrateful to thoſe that give him his Life, that'were it in” 


his Powcr, he would requite their Clemency with a bar- 
barous Aſſaſſination. 
believe not only by his unquiet deportment , and inve- 


terate Rancour, which expreſſes it ſelf in Gronndleſs Ca-- 


lumnies, Falſe Reports, Seditions Libels, Bitter Inveitives, 
and Perpetual Plotting againſt the Government : But al- 


ſo by the avow*d Dottrines and Authentick Principles of- 


his Church; for having implicitly reſign*d his Soul to 


the Paternal Condutt of thoſe Holy Fathers, the Prieſts - 


and Jeſuits, our Sacramentally-{worn Enemies; he is un-+ 


der a Filial Obligation to deſtroy us, as oft as thoſe Bleſ-- 


fed Guides ſhall ſee it good for the Catholick-Caulſe. 


2, The Titulary Proteſtant falls next under Reprod, : 
and deſerves to be reprehended as publickly, as he-pri-- 
"Tis true, he-pretends- to: be of 'our - 


vately attacks us. 
Communion, . but {eeing his A&tions do not 'an{wer his- 
Pretences, he 1s 1n this particular worſe than the Papiſt,” 
who is what hepretends. The Papiſt-is our open Enemy,- 


but .he 1s our ſecret one, and his Wound, like that-of a 
Friend, is-of all the moſt deadly. 'Heis angry with eve-- 
ry thing that is done; becauſe not done-after his Humour: 
The Breaking of the Original Contract fmells too much. 
in ha. Noſtrils of Forty One: The names of Convention - 


and 


And this he gives us occaſion to: 
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and Parliament go down with him hike Chopt-Hay, and 
{o cannot tell which to diſiiie molt, the Taxes or Tolera- 
tion. He greatly adnired the Penal Laws, becauſe they 
gave hum Power to ſcourge when he pleaſed ; but being 
Repealed, he crys, he is undone. He has a great mani; 
ears upon him, but hischicfeſt is, that Ceremonies wil 
be aboli{h'd, and the Cloak be equalized to the Surplice, 
tor he dreads Presbytery more than Popery : But he will 
do well to. conſider, that Ceremonies are in their owz 
nattese Tandifferent 1nd Alterable, that 
there is no Sanctity now 1n Veitments, 
and that the Doctrine of the Churc' 
of Exgelandand the Allemblys Catechiſm, are not at ſuch 
\ .. + , Odds, but that they, may meet. toge- 
. The Pi otefi ant Union. 4 : 71 .—O 
Rs ther 1n a Friendly. Uniton,: were it not 
for his Pride, Intercit, or Prejudice. 

His Notions of the Divize Rizht of Monarchy, of the 
Smpreme Power loag'd ſolely in the Perſon of the Ring of 
an Unconditional Severaign, are proper enough for the 
Grand Seignior's Plat-form, but. unftly calculated for 
our Meridiax ; wherein the King, though God's Mini- 
ſer, 1s yet the People's Truftee. His diſtinction of a 
King De Fafo and De Fure is very good, it both Fact 
and Right be applied co K, WILLIAM and Q. MARY. 
But to grant them the polleſſion only, and give the Right 
to another, makes them to be nothing elſe but Proſperous 
Vſurpers, till he and his Faction can get ſtrength enough 

in Compile Paris. £0. Depoſe them. But having, by the 
menrariis prſrgeft ris, conſent of Peers and People; Aiſem- 
auzufte avjolureque 1"- bleg 48 Parlament, in. which 1ies the 
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Prefizce to the Com- 
mon Prayer-Bctk. 


te/tatis vis. Fls ſucte- ; ahi 
deridi in Regno prafcriburt. Smith de Repub. Ang. I, 2. C. 2. 
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Effence of our Conſtitution, receiv'd the Crown, which 
9urgeth all Defects, the Right muſt be as ungueſtiona- 
bly theirs as the Poſſeſſion is. His Diſcourle of a Re- 
gency, by which he thought he could have falv*d his 

id Oaths, 1s all Banrer ; tora & egent inuſt have had all 
the Power, and the late King but the bare Title, and 
Ategiance mult have been {w6ra to the Regent, to aſlilt 
and defend him in the Regency ; ſo that if the late King 
ſhould, during the Regency , have raiſed an Army 
(a5 now) and foughr by force to recover the Soveraign 
Power , were not the Subjects that {wore Allegiance to 
the Regent, bound to affilt him againſt the King ? if they 
did not aſſiſt him, they were perjur'd ; it they did, ?cis 
clear their former Oaths were laid aſide. 

And here I cannot but by the way acquaint, though 
without any Deſign to Reflect upon; thole Reverendand 
Learned Gentlemen , who refuſe Taking of the New 
Oaths, that I fear , their Refuſal contributes too much 
to our Diſſettlement, and the Reltrengthning the Papal 
ſntereſt , which latter would certainly ſink, were it not 
thus collaterally ſupported ; and that it 15 guilty of great. 
Pride, and Uncharitableneſs, when they {ſhall not only 
not quietly fit down and enjoy their private Opinion to 
tnzmſelves, but ſhall print it (under the Name of ('[he 
Hiſtory of Paſſive Obedience. ] which has been requited 
with one of Self Defence) and oppoſe it to the publick 
Senſe. of the Kingdom, and thereby condemn fo man 
Wife, Learned, Tuaicious and conſcientions Men, byth of 
the Clergy and Laity, that have taken the New Oaths, 
of Lying and Perjury , the moſt infamous Crimes thet 
can be taſtned upon a Nation ; and therefore I would 
entreat thoſe Gentlemen , either to a peaceable Acquiel- 
Ccencs. 
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; cence m their private Opinions, or ſubmit them to the 
. United. Judgment of the Kingdom. ?Tis confeſt we 
.mulſt not follow a Multitude ts ao Evil ; but in our Caſe, 
wherein we have the Concurrence of Wiſe, Learned, 
. Holy, and Unbyaſs'd Men, and the Thing enjoyn'd con- 
tains no oral Evil init, we may lawfully follow ſuch 
| a Mulreitude: And as their own Mr. 
nes ms” Ir. Dodwell affirms, That the publick Intereſt 
xter, f. 216, : A <a 
is to be preferr'd before the private of 
«any Perſon whatſoever ;, 1o I ſhould be apt to ſuipe&t my 
particular Sentuments, when they go' apparently againit 
Truth, Peace, and Charity. | 
The Objeftions of thele Gentlemen to the preſext E- 
ftabliſhment , have been {fo often and fully Anſwered by 
Others , that I ſhould but a&um agere put my ſelf to a 
zeedleſs trouble, to offer any Solution of mine ; yet ſee- 
ing they forbear not to appear in a baffled Cauſe, and 
xvith repeated noiſe attempt to ſupply the Defe&s of Rex- 
ſon. give me leave to ſet before you ſome of their Aſſer- 
tions, and then ſhew the invalidity of them. 
Their Aſſertions may be reduced to theſe 4 Heads. 
*. That his Monarchy is Hereditary. ; 
2. That the Kyng is unaccountable to any humane 
FPorer. © 
3. That he is irreſiitable and unoppoſeable. 
4. That the Old Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy are 
in4:ſſoluble. 
To the Firſt of theſe Aſſertions, that #his Monarchy is 
Hereditary ; it may be anſwered, 
1. T hat zhis Monarchy 1s not a bare 
*. thy" Su _ 77 5 Inheritance, bur an Inheritance accom- 
BET panying an Oiice of Truſt ; {o thatit 
_ a Man's 


Y for tranſgrefling the Civil ? For if /as 
Y fe quotes Brafon) the King be /ub 
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a Man's DefeQts render him uncapable of the Truſt, he 


alſo hath forfeited the Inheritance. 

2. This Monarchy 1s an Inheritance 
ſettled by the Common Law of Eng- 
land. Now whatever Notions that Authour may have 
of the Common Law of Exglanzd, ſome underſtand by 
it the Common conſent of Exglazd; and if fo, what 1s 


Preface ro Jovian, 


T <q by Common conſent, may be altered by it, becauſe 


the ſame, or an equal Power, may doubtleſs alter what 
it made. | 
2. Their Second Aﬀertion, That the Kzng is unaccoun- 
table to any humane Power , is merely precarious ; for if 
he be limited in the uſe and exerciſe of 
his Power, by humane poſitive Laws, 
either-thoſe Laws .can call him to an Account, or they 
do not limit him; for to be unaccountable, and yet to be 
under /egal Limitation, or Refraint, are inconſiſtent, 
Again, The Authour of FJoviax confeſſes, That the 
Kzjng is a Soveraign doubly limited, by | 
the Laws of God, and the Civil Laws of ” © 
his Kzngdom ; and then why not doubly accountable to 
God for breaking the Divine Laws, and to the Kingdom 


Jovian, p. 212, 209. 


ibid. 
Lege, quia Lex facit Regem, / under the Law, becauſe the 
Law makes the Kjng ; doth it; not follow that the King 
hath a Superiour, to wit, the Law ? for that which 
makes muſt be Superiour to what is made ; and ſo accor- 
ding to this Authour's Reaſoning,the Kyng is accountable:; 
and to'be ſo, 15 no Irjury to the Royal Authority; for 


as the Fountain of an Aqueauit is more 


beneficial and uſefull to Mankind than a  * © 
E 


free 
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free flowing Spring : {oa Limited Soveraign is more bene. 
ficial and falutary to the World, than the purely Arbi- 
trary or Deſpotick. 

This mw arurdifuroy, or Regal un- 
accountableneſs, is an Opinion cenſured 
by Ariſtotle as Tyrannical, and not to be endured in a Free- 
born Nation : Tt has alſo been the almoſt conſtant praQtice 
of our noble Progenitors to aſlert their Rights, and 
account with their Kings for ſubverting the Legillature, 
and were never Condemn'd by any, but the Aiſerters of 
a Compleat , Imperial, and Independent 
| JS OVEerergn. ; 
2. Their ThirdAflertion is, That the Xzng 7s irreſitable | 

and unoppoſeable. Tn Anſwering of 

this , I would by no means be thought *' 
to-open a Gap to: Rebellion, and expole Crowned Heads | 
to the Danger of Mutinies and: Inſurre&tions ; no, I 
would have the King have all the Security that either | 
the Law, or the Hearts and Hands of his Subje&ts can 1 
give him; for Governmentand Subjetion are the Ordi- | 
nances of God ; and'as by him Kings reign, and Princes |} 
decree Juſtice , 10 ought the People to Obey, not only ! 
for wrath, but alſs for Conſcience ſake : Yet there are ma- | 
_ ny Cafes (as the Learned Grotivs | 

$64 7 MF4g © Pi ſhews). wherein Reſiſtance is Lawfull: | 
: NS As whena King Abaicates the. Govern 

ment, Or Alienates the Kingdom, or makes War upon his 
People, or invades their Property ; and if we go to Scrip- 
ture, we ſhall meet with divers'Examples of Reſiſtance, 
andall uncondermn'd - :Thus the People reſcued Fonather 
from the Sword 'of Sal, ' who had 

{worn to par him to Death : For the 
| | People 


Polit. 4. C. 10. 


Jov. p. 205, 


P. 214. 


J Sali. 14. 44, 45, 
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People ſaid unto Saul, ſhall Jonathan dye, who hath mrought 
this great Salvation in Iſrael? God forbid ; as the Lord 
lwveth, there ſhall not one hair of his Head fall to the 
ground ; for he hath wrought with God this day. - So the 
People reſcued Jonathan, .uat he dyed net. And David's 
Queſtion, WU the Mex of Reilah deli- 
ver me and my men into the hands of | 
Saul? implys, he would have detended that Place agaiaſt 
him, if he could have been. ſure of the Inhabitants, 
Was the Doctrine of Nox-reſ#apce practiſed by Elijah, 
when he deſtroyed Two Captains. and | 


15am 23.12, 


2 Kings, Is 9, 10, 


their Companies, with Fire from Heaven, 

which King Ahaziah ſent with Orders 

to bring him to him ? the manner indeed was extraor- 
dinary, by Miracle ; but the Matter, the deſtroying the 
King's Meſſengers, was as much done by his voluntary 


Reſiſtance, and the ſame as if the Sword had cut them off, 
Nor underſtood Azariah and the Fourſcore valiant Prieſts 
that were with him the modern Notion, of Paffrve Obed;- 
ence; for when Uz2iah the Kjng went into the Temple to 
burn Incenſe, *tis laid, they with#ood 


Y //», and vid him go out of the Temple, |? cone 25. 18, 


and when he refuſed ,' they were to 1g- 
norant of Uz2zah's being zrreſitable, that they thruſt him 
out thence. 

Nor doth the Goſpel deſtroy the great Principle of 
Self-Preſervation, but ſupport and encourage it ; thoſe 
Places that enjoin Obedience to the Higher Powers con- 
demn not Se/f-Defence from impending Ruine. Whilſt 
Chriftiangty was under Heathen Governours, and all the 
Laws of the Empire were - againſt it, Chriſtians were 
oliged to the Duties of Nox-reſſtance ; but fince all the 

E 2 Laws 


( 28 ) 


Laws are made in Favour of' our Religion, we may law. 


fully maintain it, againſt Arbitrary Oppreſſions and Ile- 


gal Violence. 

4. Whereas they fay, the O/d Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy are indiſſoluble , it is Anſwered, they 
were Proteſtant Oaths , and ought,not to be expounded 
to the prejudiceof the Proteſtant Religion : When there- 
fore a Prince ſhall go about to ſubvert the Prote/tant- Re- 
ligion, which thoſe Oaths were deſign'd to preſerve, both 
the. Matter it ſelf and formal Reaſon of the Obligation 
are taken away, and the Oazhs ceaſe to be of Force. 

The Coroxation-Oath is madea meer Complement, when 
they tell us, it imports only a Moral Obligation ; a mu- 
tual Stipulation 1s a tie upon both parties, and one would 
think, the Prizce's Oath ſhould as much bind him to go- 
vern according to Law, as rhe Oarths of the People deter- 
mine their {ubjection to the Government. 

In all Contracts each party is conditionally oblig'd, 
and we are bound to him, on condition he be.true to us. 
If then one party ſhall remain bound, when the other 
hath broken his Faith, Covenants are inſignificant, and 
yield no ſecurity at all. 

If Kings could derive their Pedigrees tn a Right Line 
from Adam, or produce a perlonal Commitlion from 
Heaven, the foremention'd Aﬀertions might have ſome 
pretence, which now have none. * | | 

2. We may be cautioned from hence, that ſeeing God is 
for us, not to prove Rebells, and by our Sins fight againſt 
him. Theextraordinary things he* hath done for us, as 
they ſhould never be forgor ; ſo the ſenſe of his preſenr 
Protection ſhould engage us to Obedience. The 1/raelites 
were brought out of Agypr, through a Wildernels into 

| Canaan, 


z JJ ha  , we CTR SON 7 
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Canaan, by a Mighty Hand, and ſtretched out Arm, Pals - 


105. 45. but it was for this end, That they might obſerve 
Goa's Statntes,& keep his Laws,Joh.5.14. And our Saviour 
made the impotent Man whole, with an expreſs Charge 
zo ſin nomore. A flerious Thought of what Mercies we 
have undeſervedly received, and what we may 1n all- 
likelihood expect, ſhould be a'double enforcement to Re- 
novation of Life. The Riches of God's Goodneſs ſhould ' 
not harder our Hearts, but lead us to Repentance. Do 
we enjoy the Free Exerciſe of our Religion, whereof our 
Sins- might have deprived us? Remember it is-our duty 
to walk worthy of it, and to Adorn it by an Holy Conver- 
ſation. Are our Properties ſecured to us beyond our : 
Hopes ? Let us then be content every one with his own, 
and not invade his Neighbours. Are our Liberties and 
Immunities reſtored ? Let us enjoy them without an. 
invidious look upon our Brethren, and grudging at that 
Freedom, which they as Fellow - Proteſtants ought to 
have in common with us. Do the Bleſſings of Peace and 
Plexty low 1n upon us from every quarter of our I{Jand ? + 
Let us not ſurfeit our ſelves wich Fullneſs, by making» 
Proviſions for the Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſts thereof. Let 
us live .in Chriſtian Unity and Friendſhip in our reſpe-- 
tive Stations, and uſe our Plenty with Thankfulneſs, 
and Moderation, with 4&s of readineſs to ſupply the 
Wants and Exigencies of the State, and of Charity to re- 
lieve the neceſſities of the Poor : By the one ſhewing our. 
lelves Loyal Subjetts, and by the other Compaſſionate Sama-. 


ritaus, by both Good Chriſtians, Let us put oz the I ord: ' 


Jeſus Chriſt, and honour his Precepts by. dutitully con- 
torming to his Example. Let us put on his Sobriety and; 


Temperance, his Chaſtity and Purity, his Bowels and. . 
| : Mercy, , 
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| Mercy, his Meekneſs and Patience, in oppoſition to 


Riot and Drunkenneſs, to Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
to Strife and Envy, to Wrath and Anger. Let the ſame 
Mind be in 1s, which was in him ; and for demonſtra- 
tion thereof, let us Love as Brethren, be Pitiful, be Coar- 
z2eous; no longer wrangling about the Accidents, while 
we agree in the Subſtance of Divine Worſhip. *Tis far 
more honourable for Chriſtians to be led by God's Good. 
neſs, than to be forc'd and driven by his ſeverity, The 
{inning away his Graces'and Mercies to us, does make 
them ſerve the more to incenſe his Juſtice. The greater 
Obligations he lays upon us, the heavier will be the Pu- 
niſhments of our Ingratitude. *For, when we ſpall be Evil, 
becauſe he is Good, ſin the more boldly becaule his Grace doth 
abound ;, he will repent him of his Kindneſs, and both ha- 
{ten and aggravate our Deſolation. 

There 1s a general Corruption and Degeneracy in our 
Morals, and that calls for a general Reformation and A- 
mendment. The Goldez Scepter of Mercy zs held forth 
unto us, O that we would draw rear and touch it ! The 
day of Salvation is before us; O that we would accept and 
embrace it | and underſtand, at leaſt in this owr Day the 
things which belong unto pur Peace, before they are hid from 
onr Eyes. | 

3. And laſtly, This diſcourſe may ſerve to Animate all 
True Engliſh-men and Real Proteſtants, againſt the many 
Fears and Tealouſies, which are raiſed by Male-Contents. 
There is a Generation of Men, that, not in imitation of 
our Saviour go about, doing Good ; hut like the envious 
Man, are every where ſowing their Tares among the 
Good Seed : Not doing the Office of Evangeliſts, Paſtors, 


and Teachers; but the miſerable Drudgery of Seancers, 


deceiving 
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gecerving and being deceived, How induſtriouſly do they 


labour ro prevent that Union and Agreement, which 
( under God ), is the only way to ſecure us againſt Do- 
meſtick and Foreiga Enemies? And to take the Well- 
affeted off, (if it were poſlible) from their Loyalty to 
their Preſent Majeſties, how _ hints do they give us 
of the Dutch, the Taxes, or Presbyterians, repreſenting 
our Condition, as much worſe, ſince our Deliverance? 
Nay, they would perſwade the World, that the whole 


deſign is to raine the Church, aggrandize themſelves, . 


and euſlave us and our Poſterity. But bleſſed be 
God, we are well aſſured of the contrary, and we know 
that theſe ſuggeſtions are the Artifices of Intriegueing 
Men, to diſquiet and unſettle us : Who, knowing that 
nothing:can miſchief us but Diviſion, do what they can 
to hinder our Union. ' And therefore let us not be dif- 


couraged upon any account ; but truſt ſtill to that Gra- 


cious Prougdence, which hath guarded us hitherto, both 


for our preſent and future Safety ; living in an awful O- - 


bedience to the Laws of God, in a conſcientious ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the Eſtabliſh'd Government, and in hearty Af- 
tection towards one another. And thus truſting and do- 


ing, No Weapon formed againſt #s ſhall proſper. For if God © 


be for us, who can be againſt #s ? 


